[bookmark: _GoBack]Hamilton, Jefferson, and the 1780s and 1790s[image: ]
Watch the segment from John Adams (HBO Miniseries) and describe the disagreements between A.Ham & TJ (Jefferson) below. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oy7IFSS-F0I ) 

1. Why is this time often referred to as the “critical period”  by historians? 



2. Create a T-Chart, using the views of Hamilton and Jefferson in these quotes and the song to compare and contrast their views. Be sure you have quotes or facts addressing foreign, policy, economic policy and view of the Constitution.
	10 points of evidence
	Federalist
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	Hamilton
	Jefferson 

	“It must be by this time evident to all men of reflection...that it [Articles of Confederation] is a system so radically vicious and unsound as to admit not of amendment but by an entire change in its leading features and characters.” (1787) 


“Let me observe that an Executive is less dangerous to the liberties of the people when in office during life than for seven years.” (1787) 

“Real liberty is neither found in despotism or the extremes of democracy, but in moderate governments.” (1787) 

“Beware, my dear sir, of magnifying a riot into an insurrection, by employing in the first instance an inadequate force. ‘Tis better far to err on the other side. Whenever the government appears in arms, it ought to appear like a Hercules, and inspire respect by the display of strength.” (1799) 

“I believe the British government forms the best model the world ever produced, and such has been its progress in the minds of many that this truth gradually gains ground.” (1787) 

“All communities divide themselves into the few and the many. The first are the rich and well born, the other the mass of the people. The voice of the people has been said to be the voice of God; and however generally this maxim has been quoted and believed, it is not true in fact. The people are turbulent and changing; they seldom judge or determine right. Give therefore to the first class a distinct, permanent share in the government. They will check the unsteadiness of the second, and as they cannot receive any advantage by a change, they therefore will ever maintain good government. Can a democratic assembly, who annually revolve in the mass of the people, be supposed steadily to pursue the public good? Nothing but a permanent body can check the imprudence of democracy. There turbulent and uncontroling disposition requires checks.”  From his Response to New Jersey and Virginia plans at the Constitutional Convention (as recorded by Robert Yates), 1787
	But with all the imperfections of our present government [Articles of Confederation], it is without comparison the best existing of that ever did exist...Indeed, I think all the good of this new Constitution might have been couched in three or four new articles, to be added to the good, old, and venerable fabric…” (1787) 

“I disapproved, also, the perpetual re-eligibilty of the President.” (1789) 

“...Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.” (1787) 

“Governments wherein the will of everyone has a just influence, as is the case in England in a slight degree, and in our states in a great one … [have] a great deal of good in [them]. The mass of mankind under that enjoys a precious degree of liberty and happiness. It has its evils too: the principal of which is the turbulence to which it is subject. But weigh this against the oppressions of monarchy, and it becomes nothing. Malo periculosam libertatem quam quietam servitutem. [I prefer dangerous liberty to quiet servitude.] Even this evil is productive of good. It prevents the degeneracy of government, and nourishes a general attention to the public affairs. I hold it that a little rebellion now and then is a good thing, and as necessary in the political world as storms in the physical.”  From a letter to James Madison, 1787

“...It is her [England’s] government which is so corrupt, and which has destroyed the nation--it was certainly the most corrupt and unprincipled government on earth.” (1810)  




	 “ A national debt, if it is not excessive, will be to us a national blessing” (1781) 

“If all the public creditors receive their dues from one source...their interest will be the same. And having the same interests, they will unite in support of the fiscal arrangements of the government” (1791)

“It is not denied that there are implied as well as express powers, and that the former are as effectually delegated as the latter. … Then it follows, that as a power of erecting a corporation may as well be implied as any other thing, it may well be employed as an instrument or mean of carrying into execution any of the specified powers. … The whole turn of the clause containing it [that Congress may make “all laws necessary and proper”], indicates, that it was the intent of the convention, by that clause to give a liberal latitude to the exercise of the specified powers. The expressions have peculiar comprehensiveness. They are – “to make all laws, necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers and all other powers vested by the constitution in the government of the United States, or in any department or office thereof.” To understand the word as the Secretary of State does, would be to depart from its obvious and popular sense, and to give it a restrictive operation; an idea never before entertained.” From his Opinion on the Constitutionality of Establishing a National Bank, written to George Washington, 1791 
	“No man is more ardently intent to see the public debt soon and sacredly paid off than I am. This exactly marks the difference between Colonel Hamilton’s views and mine, that I would wish the debt paid tomorrow, he wishes it never to be paid, but always to be a thing wherewith to corrupt and manage the legislature” (1792) 


“I consider the foundation of the Constitution as laid on this ground that ‘all powers not delegated to the U.S. by the Constitution, not prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states or to the people’. To take a single step beyond the boundaries thus specially drawn around the power of Congress, is to take possession of a boundless field of power, no longer susceptible of any definition. [Therefore] the incorporation of a bank, and other powers assumed by this bill have not, in my opinion, been delegated to the U.S. by the Constitution. … The second general phrase is “to make all laws necessary and proper for carrying into execution the enumerated powers.” But they can all be carried into execution without a bank. A bank therefore is not necessary, and consequently not authorized by this phrase.” From his Opinion on the Constitutionality of Establishing a National Bank, written to George Washington, 1791




Cabinet Battle #1 from Hamilton: 
WASHINGTON:
Ladies and gentlemen, you coulda been anywhere in the world tonight, 
but you’re here with us in New York City. 
Are you ready for a cabinet meeting???

The issue on the table: Secretary Hamilton’s plan to assume state debt
and establish a national bank. 
Secretary Jefferson, you have the floor, sir

JEFFERSON:
‘Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.’
We fought for these ideals; we shouldn’t settle for less
These are wise words, enterprising men quote ‘em
Don’t act surprised, you guys, cuz I wrote ‘em

JEFFERSON & MADISON:
Oww
JEFFERSON:
But Hamilton forgets
His plan would have the government assume state’s debts
Now, place your bets as to who that benefits:
The very seat of government where Hamilton sits
HAMILTON:
Not true!
JEFFERSON:
Ooh, if the shoe fits, wear it
If New York’s in debt—
Why should Virginia bear it? Uh! Our debts are paid, I’m afraid
Don’t tax the South cuz we got it made in the shade
In Virginia, we plant seeds in the ground
We create. You just wanna move our money around
This financial plan is an outrageous demand
And it’s too many damn pages for any man to understand
Stand with me in the land of the free
And pray to God we never see Hamilton’s candidacy
Look, when Britain taxed our tea, we got frisky
Imagine what gon’ happen when you try to tax our whisky

WASHINGTON:
Thank you, Secretary Jefferson. Secretary Hamilton, your response

HAMILTON:
Thomas. That was a real nice declaration
Welcome to the present, we’re running a real nation
Would you like to join us, or stay mellow
Doin’ whatever the hell it is you do in Monticello?
If we assume the debts, the union gets
A new line of credit, a financial diuretic
How do you not get it? If we’re aggressive and competitive
The union gets a boost. You’d rather give it a sedative?
A civics lesson from a slaver. Hey neighbor
Your debts are paid cuz you don’t pay for labor
“We plant seeds in the South. We create.”
Yeah, keep ranting
We know who’s really doing the planting
And another thing, Mr. Age of Enlightenment
Don’t lecture me about the war, you didn’t fight in it
You think I’m frightened of you, man?
We almost died in a trench
While you were off getting high with the French
Thomas Jefferson, always hesitant with the President
Reticent—there isn’t a plan he doesn’t jettison
Madison, you’re mad as a hatter, son, take your medicine
Damn, you’re in worse shape than the national debt is in
Sittin’ there useless as two s@#!s
Hey, turn around, bend over, I’ll show you
Where my shoe fits

WASHINGTON:
Excuse me? Jefferson, Madison, take a walk! Hamilton, 
take a walk! We’ll reconvene after a brief recess. Hamilton!

HAMILTON:
Sir!

WASHINGTON:
A word
MADISON:
You don’t have the votes

JEFFERSON/MADISON:
You don’t have the votes
JEFFERSON:
Aha-ha-ha ha!

JEFFERSON/MADISON:
You’re gonna need congressional approval and you don’t have the votes

JEFFERSON:
Such a blunder sometimes it makes me wonder why I even bring the thunder

MADISON:
Why he even brings the thunder…

WASHINGTON:
You wanna pull yourself together?

HAMILTON:
I’m sorry, these Virginians are birds of a feather

WASHINGTON:
Young man, I’m from Virginia, so watch your mouth

HAMILTON:
So we let Congress get held hostage by the South?

WASHINGTON:
You need the votes

HAMILTON:
No, we need bold strokes. We need this plan

WASHINGTON:
No, you need to convince more folks

HAMILTON:
James Madison won’t talk to me, that’s a nonstarter

WASHINGTON:
Winning was easy, young man. Governing’s harder

HAMILTON:
They’re being intransigent

WASHINGTON:
You have to find a compromise

HAMILTON:
But they don’t have a plan, they just hate mine!
WASHINGTON:
Convince them otherwise
HAMILTON:
What happens if I don’t get congressional approval?
WASHINGTON:
I imagine they’ll call for your removal
HAMILTON:
Sir—
WASHINGTON:
Figure it out, Alexander. That’s an order from your commander


3. How do Hamilton and Jefferson’s views on the national bank differ? Why? How do these beliefs tie back to their beliefs about government?  




4. How does this conflict illustrate their different interpretations of the new Constitution? 





5. Much of the additional controversy in the 1790s stemmed from issues in foreign policy--make sure you understand the following: US and the French Revolution, neutrality, Jay’s Treaty, XYZ Affair, Quasi War, Alien and Sedition Acts, Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions





Cabinet Battle #2 from Hamilton: 

[WASHINGTON]
The issue on the table: France is on the verge of war with England, and do we provide aid and our troops to our French allies or do we stay out of it? Remember, my decision on this matter is not subject to congressional approval. The only person you have to convince is me. Secretary Jefferson, you have the floor, sir

[JEFFERSON]
When we were on death’s door, when we were needy
We made a promise, we signed a treaty
We needed money and guns and half a chance
Who provided those funds?
[MADISON]
France

[JEFFERSON]
In return, they didn’t ask for land
Only a promise that we’d lend a hand
And stand with them if they fought against oppressors
And revolution is messy but now is the time to stand
Stand with our brothers as they fight against tyranny
I know that Alexander Hamilton is here and he
Would rather not have this debate
I’ll remind you that he is not Secretary of State
He knows nothing of loyalty
Smells like new money, dresses like fake royalty
Desperate to rise above his station
Everything he does betrays the ideals of our nation

[ENSEMBLE]
Ooh!!

[JEFFERSON]
Hey, and if ya don’t know, now ya know, Mr. President

[WASHINGTON]
Thank you, Secretary Jefferson. Secretary Hamilton, your response

[HAMILTON]
You must be out of your G@$#!&* mind if you think
The President is gonna bring the nation to the brink
Of meddling in the middle of a military mess
A game of chess, where France is Queen and Kingless
We signed a treaty with a King whose head is now in a basket
Would you like to take it out and ask it?
“Should we honor our treaty, King Louis’ head?”
“Uh… do whatever you want, I’m super dead.”
[WASHINGTON]
Enough. Hamilton is right

[JEFFERSON]
Mr. President—

[WASHINGTON]
We’re too fragile to start another fight

[JEFFERSON]
But sir, do we not fight for freedom?

[WASHINGTON]
Sure, when the French figure out who’s gonna lead ‘em

[JEFFERSON]
The people are leading—
[WASHINGTON]
The people are rioting
There’s a difference. Frankly, it’s a little disquieting you would let your ideals blind you to reality
Hamilton
[HAMILTON]
Sir
[WASHINGTON]
Draft a statement of neutrality
[JEFFERSON]
Did you forget Lafayette?
[HAMILTON]
What?
[JEFFERSON]
Have you an ounce of regret?
You accumulate debt, you accumulate power
Yet in their hour of need, you forget
[HAMILTON]
Lafayette’s a smart man, he’ll be fine
And before he was your friend, he was mine
If we try to fight in every revolution in the world, we never stop
Where do we draw the line?

[JEFFERSON]
So quick-witted
[HAMILTON]
Alas, I admit it
[JEFFERSON]
I bet you were quite a lawyer
[HAMILTON]
My defendants got acquitted
[JEFFERSON]
Yeah. Well, someone oughta remind you
[HAMILTON]
What?
[JEFFERSON]
You’re nothing without Washington behind you
[WASHINGTON]
Hamilton!
[JEFFERSON]
Daddy’s calling!



6. How did the fundamental differences between Hamilton and Jefferson shape our first two-party system? 












BE SURE YOU ANSWERED NUMBER 6 ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE.

HIPP-O the following statement by Hamilton: 
“The tendency of a National Bank is to increase public and private credit.  The former gives power to the state, for the protection of its rights and the interests: and the latter facilitates and extends the operations of commerce among individuals.  Industry is increased, commodities are multiplied, agriculture and manufacturers flourish: and herein consists the true wealth and prosperity of a state.” Hamilton
Historical context- 

Intended Audience


Purpose-


Point of View-


Outside Info- What additional evidence do you know about the Bank issue?





HIPP-O the following statement by Hamilton: 

“I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous to our liberties than standing armies.  If the American people ever allow private banks to control the issue of the currency, first by inflation, then by deflation, the banks and corporations that will grow up around the banks will deprive the people of all their property until their children wake-up homeless on the continent their fathers conquered.” Jefferson 
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