
Society                           

in the        
Roaring 
Twenties 



Essential Question 
• How did the 1920s expose tensions 
between new and changing attitudes 
on the one hand and traditional 
values and nostalgia on the other? 



Notes 
Issue 1920s Now 

Prohibition Temperance 
movement gathered 
support for 18th 
Amendment; 
organized crime 
soared; 21st 
Amendment repealed 
prohibition 

Teens & drinking; 
binge drinking; 
drunk driving; 
marijuana 
legalization?; gang 
violence 



Roaring Ahead… 



The Stock Market 



Bull Market 



Changing Role of 
Women 



Changing Role of Women 
• Suffrage (19th amendment) 

• Birth control 

• New job opportunities 

• Typewriter 

• War 

• New sexuality 



Suffragettes, 1912 



19th Amendment 



Margaret Sanger 
• Birth control 
advocate 

• Founder of 
Planned 
Parenthood 



Margaret Sanger 



Flappers – New Sexuality 



Josephine Baker & Clara Bow 



Science & Religion: 
Fundamentalists vs. Free-Thinkers 



Grant Wood – American Gothic 

What is the artist’s attitude toward his 
subject? 



Evolution vs. Creationism 



Evolution vs. Creationism 



Tennessee’s Butler Act, 1925 
“…it shall be unlawful for any teacher in 
any of the Universities, Normals and all 
other public schools of the State which are 
supported in whole or in part by the public 
school funds of the State, to teach any 
theory that denies the story of the Divine 
Creation of man… in the Bible, and to 
teach instead that man has descended from 
a lower order of animals.” 



Rhea County High School, TN 



Testing the Law 
• Teacher 

John 
Scopes 

• Dayton, 
TN 

• ACLU 
defends 
Scopes 



Mencken 
ridicules       W.J. 

Bryan 

Media Circus in “Monkeytown” 

Mencken 
ridicules Dayton, 

TN 



Scopes “Monkey” Trial 

Clarence Darrow & William Jennings Bryan 



Darrow Cross-Examines Bryan 



Verdict & Appeal 



Verdict & Appeal 

Click here for 
Scopes trial songs 



Psychoanalysis 
• Sigmund 
Freud 
• Behavior and 
thought is 
instinctive 
• Unconscious 
mind – sex & 
aggression 
• Therapy: 
guided talking 



Psychoanalysis 
• Id (“it”) – inborn drives, immediate 
gratification 
• Ego (“I”) –           
makes us act         
in socially           
acceptable way 
• Superego –                                  
conscience 



Modernism 
• Ezra 
Pound: 
“Make it 
new!” 
• Challenging 
traditional 
beliefs 
• Reliance on 
uncertainty 
• Self-
awareness 



Religious Fundamentalism 
• Nationwide evangelism 

• Revivals & faith healings 

• Reaction to the “moral decay” of 
America 

-Darwin’s theory of evolution 

-Alcohol consumption 

-Sexuality/Freud 



Billy Sunday 
• Former MLB 
player 

• Colloquial 
sermons 

• Invitational - 
“Walk the Sawdust 
Trail” 



Billy Sunday 



Sunday’s Wooden Tabernacles 



Aimee Semple McPherson 
• Most famous 
female evangelist 

• Staged 
kidnapping? 

• Radio ministry 

• Angelus Temple 
in Los Angeles 



Aimee Semple McPherson 



Aimee Semple McPherson 



Prohibition 



Temperance Movement 



Temperance Movement 



• 18th Amendment (1920) – banned 
manufacture, transportation & sale 
of “intoxicating liquors” 

 

• Volstead Act (1919) – defined 
“intoxicating” as .5% 

Prohibition Begins 



Prohibition Agents 



Bootleggers & Rum Runners 



Moonshine Stills 



“Medicinal Alcohol” 



Speakeasies 



Al Capone 
• “Scarface” 

• Organized 
crime 

• Liquor, 
gambling, 
prostitution 

• Bribery 

• Murder 



St. Valentine’s Day Massacre 

Capone 
vs. Moran 



“The Untouchables” 
• Eliot Ness 

• Chicago 
Prohibition 
agents 

• Brought down 
Al Capone for 
tax evasion in 
1931 



Capone’s Pennsylvania Jail Cell 



Capone’s Alcatraz Jail Cell 





21st Amendment 
• Repeal of 
Prohibition 

-Great 
Depression 

-Crime 

• The “noble 
experiment” 
has failed 



African Americans        
in the 1920s 



Booker T. Washington 

•  “Atlanta 
Compromise” 
speech 
•  Gradualism 

•  Tuskegee 
Institute 
•  Vocational 

education 



W.E.B. DuBois 

•  Founder of 
NAACP 
•  The Crisis 

newsletter 
•  “Talented 

Tenth” 
•  Professional 

education 



Marcus Garvey 
•  Black 

nationalism 
–  Racial pride 
–  Black-owned 

business 
–  Return to Africa 

•  Universal Negro 
Improvement 
Association 
(1914) 



Langston Hughes 
• Poetry as jazz 

• Harlem Renaissance 

• Poems 
50-50 

I, Too 

Harlem 

The Negro Speaks of Rivers 

Mother to Son 



Countee Cullen 
• Harlem Renaissance 

• Poems 
• Incident 

• For a Poet 



James Weldon Johnson 
• Negro National 
Anthem 

• “Passing” – 
Autobiography of an 
Ex-Colored Man 



Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing 
Lift ev'ry voice and sing,  
'Til earth and heaven ring,  
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;  
Let our rejoicing rise  
High as the list'ning skies,  
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.  
 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,  
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;  
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  
Let us march on 'til victory is won. 



Claude McKay 



Zora Neale Hurston 
• Novelist & 
folklorist 

• Their Eyes Were 
Watching God 
(1937) 



Paul Robeson 
• Opera singer 

• Exile – Red 
Scare 



Rent Parties 



Literature 



Grant Wood – American Gothic 

What is the artist’s attitude toward his 
subject? 



• Disillusionment over World War 
I 

• Disdain for middle class 
morality 

• Expatriates living in Europe 

• Writers 
- Ernest Hemingway 

- F. Scott Fitzgerald 

- T.S. Eliot 

The Lost Generation 



Sinclair Lewis 
Novelist, critic of 
“middlebrow” culture 
 
“All of them perceived 
that American 
Democracy did not imply 
any equality of wealth, 
but did demand a 
wholesome sameness of 
thought, dress, painting, 
morals, and vocabulary.” 

  -Babbitt 



“The Love Song of                        
J. Alfred Prufrock” 
 

Let us go then, you and I,  
When the evening is spread out against the sky  
Like a patient etherized upon a table;  
Let us go, through certain half-deserted streets,  
The muttering retreats  
Of restless nights in one-night cheap hotels  
And sawdust restaurants with oyster-shells:  
Streets that follow like a tedious argument  
Of insidious intent  
To lead you to an overwhelming question . . .  
Oh, do not ask, ‘What is it?’  
Let us go and make our visit.  
 
In the room the women come and go  
Talking of Michelangelo… 

T.S. Eliot 



Ernest Hemingway 



F. Scott Fitzgerald 
• “Jazz Age” 

• Riches & glamour 

• Lack of Morality 



Modern Art 
Dada 

Cubism 
Art Deco 



Modernism 

Ezra 
Pound: 
“Make it 

new!” 



Modernism 

Rejection of 
tradition 

• Religion 
• Rationality 
• Artistic 
norms 



1913 Armory Exhibition 



Fountain 
by Marcel Duchamp 



ABCD (Self Portrait) 
by Raoul Haussman 



Portrait of Gertrude Stein 
by Pablo Picasso 



Violin & Candlestick 
by Georges Braque 



Les Demoiselles d’Avignon 
by Pablo Picasso 



Self-Portrait 
by Edward Hopper 



New York Restaurant 
by Edward Hopper 



Georgia O’Keefe 



Ram’s Head 
by Georgia O’Keefe 



de Limpicka - Self Portrait                            
in the Green Bugatti 



Modern Design & 
Architecture 

Functionalism 
Art Deco 

Frank Lloyd Wright 



Functionalism 



Art Deco Design 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chrysler Building, NY 



Chicago Board of Trade 

Rockefeller Center, NY 



Chicago Board of Trade 

Daily News Building, NY 



Frank Lloyd Wright 



Hillside Home School 



Fallingwater 



Performing Arts: 
Music, Film & Dance 



Ragtime 
• Scott Joplin 

• 1899 – 
Maple Leaf 
Rag 

• Bouncing 
jazz march 

The Sheet Music 



Jazz 

• Original American art form 

• “The Jazz Age” – Fitzgerald 



Louis Armstrong 
• “Satchmo” 

• Career from 
1920s-1960s 

• Trumpeter 

• Vocalist 



Rhapsody in Blue 
• George 

Gershwin 

• “Jazz goes 
to the 
concert hall” 



Dancing the Charleston 



Theater 



Silent Films 



Captions & Music 



Charlie Chaplin 
“The Little 

Tramp” 



Lang’s Metropolis 



“Talkies” 
• The Jazz Singer 

• First feature-length talkie 

• Blackface 



Mass Media 



• 82% of Americans 
listened to radio 

• Dramas 

• Comedies 

• Concerts 

• News 

• Sports 

“Golden Age of Radio” 



FDR’s Fireside Chats 



Advertising & Marketing 



Celebrities, 
Heroes, 

& Villains 



Black Sox Scandal 



Black Sox Scandal 

“Shoeless” Joe 
Jackson 

Eddie Ciccote Kenesaw 
Mountain Landis 



Babe Ruth 



Babe Ruth & Herbert Hoover 



Tribute to Ruth 



Charles Lindbergh 
•  1927 – First 
solo, non-
stop 
transatlantic 
flight 



Spirit of St. Louis 



Kidnapping & Murder 

•  Media circus 

•  Bruno 
Hauptman 



Final Sections of the 
Chart 



Notes 
Issue 1920s Now 

Immigrants & 
Federal Immigration 
Policy 

Nativism, KKK, 
quota system 
favored Western 
European 
immigrants 

Economic Growth Rapid but uneven 

International Trade Protectionism, high 
tariffs 

Tax Levels Decreased from 
Progressive Era, 
esp. for the wealthy 



Notes 
Issue 1920s Now 

Consumer Spending 
& Personal Debt 

High levels of 
spending & rapidly 
accumulating debt 

Political Leaders & 
Their Parties 

Harding, Coolidge, 
Hoover 
(Republicans) 

Political Scandals Teapot Dome 
Foreign Policy Isolationism, 

unilateralism 



The Crash 



Wall Street Crash 


