HOW TO WRITE A “REFLECTIVE SUMMARY”

I.  SUMMARY of KEY CONCEPTS (Highlighting what you feel are the most important ideas in the episode/film)

· A summary discusses key concepts contained in the episode/film.  Basically, you want to summarize the 5-Ws:  Who? What? Where? When? and Why?

· Your notes (“summary”) should be complete, yet concise.

· You should limit your summary to roughly half of your writing MAX
· The purpose of the summary is discuss the TAP (Task=The topic of the reading; Audience=Who was the reading written for; Purpose=Why did the author write the reading.)

II.  REFLECTION (The reflection assignment asks:  What did you think?)

· In your reflection, you should tell me what you learned from the episode/film.

· Some questions that you might answer are:

1. I really agree/disagree because…

2. This reminds me of …

3. A question I have…

4. I could see myself using this knowledge in my classroom or in an interaction with others in this way…

5. I didn’t understand… OR:  Now I understand…

6. After this film I will change…

7. I feel…

III.  NOTE


It must be clear to me that upon reading your Summary and Reflection that you indeed have watched the film.  You may offer your own thoughts on the material, including areas with which you particularly relate or disagree as an ‘informed’ opinion.  The Reflection is where you may include any question you have related to the material (but do not feel that you must include a question when you have none.)  Digging deep into the content with reflective critical thinking and writing will increase your learning and is encouraged.

To read without reflecting is like eating without digesting.  –Edmund Burke
